
 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News – We are delighted to let you know that we have appointed a teaching assistant 

to work with Mrs Riches in the Early Yeas Foundation Stage Class. Mrs Jane Groves is very much 

looking forward to working with as at Cromwell and to meeting you all in the new term.  

 

 

Dates for your diary will be included in future 

newsletters and any new dates will appear in red. 

 

 

 

Forms and  information Date/deadline 

Admission forms need to be returned to college please Friday 19 June 

All about me sheets to be sent to Mrs Riches please Friday 19 June 

Skype Information session for all families. A link to join the 

meeting will be sent to your email address beforehand.  

Information will include what a typical school day looks like for 

your child, school uniform, school lunches, snack time and 

payments. We hope to have received guidance from the DfE 

by then about September schooling, but please be aware that 

we may not have received this guidance. If you have any 

specific questions that we can prepare, please do email me.  

We look forward to meeting you virtually!  There are also some 

frequently answered questions at the end of this newsletter. 

7pm Tuesday 30 June 

Photographs of your child and family sent to Mrs Riches please. 

These will form part of a display to support your child when they 

start school. 

Friday 3 July 

Video of classroom tour Will be sent for the last 

week of term 

 

  
 
 

The #easyfundraising Refer to Win competition is back. Please help us WIN a £500 donation! To 

enter, all you need to do is sign up to support us on easyfundraising. It's easy and completely 

free. This donation would make a huge difference to Cromwell Community College - 

Chatteris! Sign up now and share this to increase our chances of winning: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-

campaign=c2s 
 

 

 

Cromwell Community College 

Primary Phase Newsletter          
Issue 8 - June 2020   

Frequently asked Questions edition  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-campaign=c2s
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-campaign=c2s


Stories and Reading 

 

13 stories available for your child to enjoy with more 

coming. Head to the ‘Children’ and ‘Enrichment’ 

section of our website 

 

 

Cambridgeshire Libraries has a range of workshops and events 

that may be of interest over the coming weeks. 

 

 

Have you signed up? This year’s Summer Reading Challenge 

launched on Friday 5 June as a digital activity.  It’s not too late to 

sign up!  We hope that your child takes part and brings in their 

certificate in September.  

Cambridgeshire Libraries - Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

 

Frequently asked Questions 

Do you have a school uniform? 

We expect all children to wear school uniform.  Information about our school uniform has 

already been sent and is available on our website here 

http://cps.majorseventh.co.uk/index.php/starting-school 

 

What if something gets lost? 

Please make sure all clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name so that it can be 

returned if found. We are likely to collect many lost items each term.  The Found Property 

Storage will be in the mobile build and with Mrs Riches for the first year as your children are the 

only ones in the primary phase.  Moving forward, we will organise a Found Property Storage 

and let you know where this will be, but very much hope that we can return any items 

because they are labelled. 

Can my child wear jewellery in school? 

For safety reasons, children should not wear any jewellery in school. 

Tell me about P.E. 

Children should bring in PE kit to wear in a drawstring bag details of our PE kit is also available 

on our website. We encourage children to be as active as possible and timetabled PE sessions 

are organised, where children may use the hall or in the first instance (while we wait for our 

permanent building) the main college gym for their lessons.  We follow the Cambridge 

Scheme of Work for Physical Education, which covers dance, games and gymnastics. 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/library-news/library-presents?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDEuMjIyNjQ1MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYW1icmlkZ2VzaGlyZS5nb3YudWsvcmVzaWRlbnRzL2xpYnJhcmllcy1sZWlzdXJlLWN1bHR1cmUvbGlicmFyaWVzL2xpYnJhcnktbmV3cy9zdW1tZXItcmVhZGluZy1jaGFsbGVuZ2U_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.HzY34tTKEbHh6YgsO7w1Y-qVsFmibu1Eb0rFwDUyFgE/br/79299446448-l
http://cps.majorseventh.co.uk/index.php/starting-school


Is there any shade in the playground? 

Early Years children have a wonderful covered area at the back of the mobile, which will move 

to the permanent build. There will be some shade in the playground under the overhangs and 

we recommend that during the hot weather, your child bring a sun hat to wear in the outside 

area not covered by the canopy. 

What happens at lunchtime? 

In the first year, Mrs Macdonald will be the main person on duty at lunchtime.  The children go 

to the main college canteen for 12.15pm. This is a different time to the rest of the college. 

When we move to our permanent build, we will have our own hall for lunch. Children in 

Reception and Key Stage one have lunch provided free. We have taken the decision to 

provide a hot meal or packed lunch option. More details will be sent home soon about 

making meal selections along with the menu for the autumn term. 
 

Is drinking water available? 

Water is available in the dining hall and from drinking stations in the classroom for children to 

refill water bottles. This water should be in a clear plastic container that has a securely fitting 

lid.  This should be labelled clearly with your child’s name.   

What should I do if my child is not well? 

If your child is unwell then she/he should be kept at home.  Please telephone school to let us 

know why your child is absent. 

 

What happens if my child has an accident at school? 

Unfortunately, sometimes children do have accidents or become unwell whilst they are at 

school and we need to call you.  It can add to your child’s distress if we are unable to contact 

you.  Please ensure that we have up to date contact telephone numbers for you and tell us 

straight away if these change. 
 

What time does school start? 

The classroom opens at 8.40am allowing children to come in and organise coats, bags, book 

bags and water bottles.  Please encourage good morning routines so your child is not late for 

school. Timings of the school day can be found on the website. 

 

How can I help my child settle into school? 

Bring your child to school on time.  Arriving late can mean that your child misses important 

information about the start of the day.  It can also be disruptive for the class – especially on 

mornings such as Forest School when the teacher will be aiming to leave the site straight 

away. Read stories and have patience if they do not want to talk about school or say, ‘I 

played all day’. They will be playing but learning key skills while doing this.   

 

What else can I do? 

Please ensure that you attend parent/teacher consultations and special events in school; help 

with fundraising; offer to go on school trips; notify us of absences; read all the letters that your 

child brings home; support your child with homework; read together; give praise and 

encouragement. 

 



What happens at the end of the day? 

School finishes at 3.15pm.  A known adult must collect children in Reception and Key Stage 

1.  Please let us know if someone that is different from usual is collecting your child.  Mrs Riches 

will meet you at the end of the day and never send a child out without seeing you. The exact 

location will be explained via video tour later in the term. 
 

Can I park on the premises? 

We very much encourage you to walk where possible and get into routines of scooting and 

biking to school.  Older pupils of the college will be walking through carpark areas so we 

please ask that you park your car away from the school gates and never park on the yellow 

zigzag lines.  The area outside school becomes very congested and is then unsafe for children 

arriving and leaving school. 

 

Can I buy a book bag? 

A book bag will be provided by school, and sent home during the first few weeks of term. This 

bag will help to protect your child’s book from the weather and accidental damage. Please 

ensure that your child has their book bag on their reading day. Mrs Riches will inform you of this 

when your child starts school. 

 

What is my child allowed to bring to school? 

Children should not bring toys, sweets, valuables or money into school.  We cannot be 

responsible for children’s property.  

 

Will my child be able to have a snack during the day? 

Children are provided with a fruit snack and we will run a rolling snack table. Children will be 

supported and taught to safely peel, cut and chop up their fruit/vegetable snacks at this 

designated table. This is a social time of the day. If you feel your child needs an extra snack, 

please provide this in a named and sealed container, clearly marked with your child’s name. 

Some children can struggle to eat their lunch if they have many snacks in the morning. 

 

When can I talk to the teachers? 

Teachers are busy settling their classes first thing in the morning and can only receive the 

briefest of messages at that time via the Head teacher who will take your message if 

necessary when you drop your child off.  Teachers are more easily available at the end of the 

day when they have dismissed their classes.  Teachers are happy to make appointments to 

see you if you would like a longer chat.  Teachers also meet parents and carers informally at 

open session during the term (dates to be confirmed) and more formally at parent/teacher 

consultation sessions. 

 

Do you have Breakfast and After School Club? 

We are very much hoping to. We have had an advertisement out for this post and we hope to 

have some good news to share with you soon. 

 

 

 

 



Are children given homework? 

We expect children to read at home every day.   Children should bring their book bag in to 

school on their reading day.  Depending upon the term, other tasks may be set, such as a 

maths activity, a topic to research or tricky spellings to learn. This will be explained clearly by 

your child’s teacher, as we move through the year. 

 

What if my child has special needs? 

We can meet a variety of special needs in school.   Please discuss your child’s needs with the 

teacher.  The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo – Mrs Sarah Amor) will be 

happy to meet with you to discuss specific concerns. 

 

What should I do if I am worried about my child’s progress? 

Ask for an appointment to talk to the class teacher about your concerns.  If you are still 

anxious, please ask to see the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator or the Head of School 

 

We will endeavour to answer any questions you have about your child starting school. There is 

much information already on the primary phase website and we will be providing further 

information on the 30 June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


